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Faculty
Senate,
VPSA talk
mental
health
By Luke Taylor
News Editor I@DEN_news
Campus mental health resources and COVID-19 vaccination rates were main focuses of the faculty senate meeting on Tuesday.
Students and faculty have raised concerns
in recent months about the affect the COVID-19 pandemic may be having on their
mental health.
Last meeting, faculty senate decided that
one of their goals for the year would be to
create more resources for mental health on
campus.
They -invited Anne Flaherty, Eastern's vice
president of student affairs, to this week's
meeting because she had ideas for how her
department could be part of those efforts.
Flaherty said that last year was the first
time that academic concerns became one
of the top three reasons student visited the
counseling center.
Previously, mental health concerns like
anxiety and depression had stayed at ~he top.
Flaherty said that one thing they learned
from that time was some new resources the
counseling center could utjlize to help more
students.
"Prior to COVID, most counselors were
pretty uneasy, I think, with doing virtual sessions," Flaherty said. "I think there's a lot
more comfort level with that option [after
last year] and I think it's a goo·d option for
our students."
Last year, almost all counseling sessions
were held over Zoom. Now, students are able
to have in-person counseling while wearing
masks, but virtual sessi9ns a~e still an option.
Flaherty also said that student affairs also
· wants to make sure that faculty and staff
outside of the counseling center know they
can also play a part in protecting students'
mental wellbeing.
When new faculty members attend their
orientation, they will be given a card that
lists campus resources and indicators that
they should reach out to those services.
Flaherty also discussed the perception that
the student accountability office only deals
with misconduct issues on campus. She said
that they spend more time making plans to
handle student wellbeing with things like
check-ins from resident assistants.
Faculty senate plans to add resource links
to their website to help direct people toward
what's available on campus.
Jay Gatrell, Eastern's Provost, used part
of his report to the senate to discuss student
and faculty vaccination rates on campus.
FACULtv, page 2
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Ellen Waylonis, a circus artist, performs partner acrobatics, aerial rope, and ensemble along with Roger May who performs contact juggling,
partner acrobatics, and ensemble in the Dvorak Concert Hall inside Doudna Hall.

Le Cirque Esprit turns Doudna into circus
By Ryan Meyer
Multimedia Reporter I@DEN_news

•

As the lights went down and the nearly sold-out Dvorak Concert Hall crowd settled in for what would turn into a Tuesday
evening of acrobatic feats, the members of
the Boston Circus Guild took the stage to
the live music of CORDIS to perform "le
Cirque Esprit."
According to the event's program, "In
February 2019, Richard Grimes and CORDIS partnered with Boston Circus Guild on
a creative exploration into sight and sound
with the award-winning production, le
Cirque Esprit. This powerful new production has quickly established a unique identity in American circus by framing the pioneering contemporary music of CORDIS
tinder Boston Circus Guild's spectacular tapestry of lights, acrobatics and aerial work.
The result is a one-of-a-kind event for the
entire family."
The night began with a guitar melody
that increased in prominence as the guitar-
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Rachel Barringer, a contortion performance artist, perfoms with the Boston Circus Guild inside
the Dvorak Concert Hall in Doudna Hall.

ist Hayes Cummings' bandmates, Jeremiah Cossa on keyboards, Jeremy Harmon on
cello and Andrew Beall on percussion joined

in the tension-laden first piece, bridging the
gap between serenity and unease with every
chord change.
CIRCUS, page 2

Student Senate set to hear Speaker nominations
By Corryn Brock
Editor-in-Chief I@corryn_brock
The Student Senate will hear nominations
for Speaker of the Senate during their meeting
Wednesday. The meeting will be held at 7 p.m.
in 7th Street Underground at the Martin Luther
King Junior University Union.
The process for electing a new Speaker of the
Senate is as follows, per the Student Senate Bylaws:
'
1.) Candidates shall be required to inform the
Student Body President of their intent to run in
the elections prior to the day of nominations.

2.) Each candidate intending to run for the
Speaker position will be required to meet with
the Student Body President or advisers prior to
the day of Speaker nominations.
3.) The election shall be governed by Robert's
Rules of Order - Newly Revised.
4.) All candidates shall be required to serve one
full semester before running for the Speaker position. This semester does not have to be the previous semester.
5.) The candidate must be an elected member
of the Senate the semester they intend to run for
the Speaker position.
6.) In the event that the_re are ~ore than two

nominees for the Speaker position, the Student
Senate will hold a primary election.
7.) The two candidates who have received the
most votes will move on to the general election.
In the case of a tie between two or more candidates in the primary election, there will be a runoff election between the candidates who have
tied.
8.) They will each be allowed a redress of their
platform; however, if they so desire, either candidate may opt out of their redress. Following this,
the Senate floor will be opened for discussion. After the discussiol) has concl1,1ded, another vote
will be tallied. , , .,
.. ,$ P~KER, page 2
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The music, composed almost entirely by Richard Grimes, was fitting for the
dramatic yet graceful moments the entire show presented.
The band qemonstrated the importance oflive music in such an event, givMostly Sunny
Mostly Cloudy
ing the whole experience its organic feel.
High: ss·
High: ss·
The circus featured everything from
Low: 62°
Low: 63°
juggling acts by Tim Ellis and Roger May to a feat of balance by two performers demonstrating strength and cooperation in such subtle yet clear dis. plays that the audience couldn't help
but clap at the seemingly eight-limbed
creature that had taken over the stage.
Both the music and performers were
entirely wordless, yet Destiny Etuk, a
'Tell the truth and don't be afraid."
junior biological sciences major, interpreted a recurring theme as one perThe Daily Eastern News
former learning the skills of all her
1802 Buzzard Hall
counterparts md utilizing them in the
Eastern Illinois University
finale.
Charleston, IL 61920
"I believe it was more of her finding
217-581-2812
217-581-2923 (fax)
herself and taking everything that she's
learned from everyone else and making
it into her own, and then becoming like
part of the circus with them, and just
being her own act," Etuk said.
Etuk enjoyed the show, particularly
Advisers when all six performers took the stage
at the end in a display of coordination
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and practice.
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Ryan Meyer can be reached at 5812812 or at rameyer@eiu.edu.
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Morgan Oldham, performs aerial hoop and chair balancing in the Dvorak Concert Hall in Doudna.
ASHANTI THOMAS
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Elsa Hall, who peforms aerial straps and ensemble, gets thrown into the air by the other performers in Doudna.
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(TOP) Ellen Waylonis, a circus artist, performs partner acrobatics, aerial rope, and ensemble in the Dvorak Concert
Hall inside the Doudna Fine Arts Center.
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The Daily Eastern News is produced by the students of
Eastern Illinois University. It is published daily Monday through Friday, in Charleston, Ill., during fall and
spring semesters and on line during the summer term
except during university vacations or examinations.
One copy per day is free to students and faculty. Additional copies can be obtained for SO cents each in the
Student Publications Office in Buzzard Hall.
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"We saw some increase in our
compliance in terms of student
vaccinations. We count partial
vaccinations as well as full vaccinations," Gatrell said. "I'm confident there are more students out
there who have yet to upload their
vaccine cards, and they' re still doing it every day so I encourage
you, if you have a student in class
have them upload a vaccine card."
Students and faculty are required to either provide proof of
vaccination or take weekly COVID-19 tests on campus in an effort
to avoid the spread of the virus.
Gatrell said that just over 71

percent of students and 76 percent
of employees have now confirmed
that they are vaccinated.
He also reported that the science building which has been in
the works since around 2001 is in
the "planning and programming
phase" and is slated to be completed by 2025.
Todd Bruns, the chair of faculty senate, announced that finalists
for the position of campus police
chief will be coming to campus for
interviews in the next few weeks.
The next Faculty Senate meeting
will be held on Oct. 12. The meeting
will be held in the Witters Conference
Room in Booth Library.
Luke Taylor can be reached at 5812812 or at egtaylor@eiu.edu.

» SPEAKER
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
The Speaker of the Senate serves as the
presiding officer of the Senate and the
Chairperson of the Council of Chairs, delivers a State of the Senate address each semester, maintains senator information,
appoints chairpersons to standing committees that are voted on by the Senate,
is responsible for ruling senators off the
role if they are in conflict with the Student
Body Constitution or the Student Senate Bylaws and are responsible for voting
when necessary to constitute a majority or
two-thirds vote.
Currently, Executive Vice President
Payton Ade is serving as Interim Speaker of the Senate. They have been doing so

since the start of the year and will continue in the position until it is filled.
The Senate will also vote on appointing several people to committees:
•
Billie Frazier to the University
Naming Committee
•
Lashay Powell to the Sexual Assault Task Force
•
Tamia Flowers to the Sexual Assault Prevention Team
•
Jason Tabit, Grace West, Carolyn
Karns, and Kayla Crowder to the
Council of Student Deans

Iyanna Stanton contributed to this arti-

de.
Corryn Brock can be reached at
581-2812 or at deneic@gmail.com.

To place an advertisement or classified ad in The
Daily Eastern News, call the ads office at 581-2812
or fax 581·2923. Visit our online advertisements at
dailyeasternnews.com/classifieds.

Comments /Tips
Contact any of the above staff members if you believe
your information is relevant.

.Corrections
The Daily Eastern News is committed to accuracy in its
coverage of the news. Any factual error the staff finds
or is made aware of by its readers will be corrected as
promptly as possible. Please report any factual error
you find to Editor-in-Chief Corryn Brock at 581-2812.
Employment
If you would like to work for The Daily Eastern News
as a reporter, photographer, columnist, cartoonist, copy editor, designer or videographer, please
visit at the newsroom at 1811 Buzzard Hall.
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fromEWPs
We at The Daily Eastern News believe that our
administrators and educators should always be examining their processes and making sure that they
are productive and purposeful.
Students do not need to be taught in certain ways
because that's what people are used to; we need to
be taught and assessed in whatever methods are ac-

tually best.
We believe that this criticism extends to the Electronic Writing Portfolio which students at Eastern
are required to complete before graduation.
During our time here, the vast majority of students must turn in three essays of at least 750 words,
written in English.
"Papers such as lists, outlines, lesson plans, poems, short stories, plays, group assignments, compilation assignments, or written in a foreign language
will not be accepted," according to information on
Eastern's website about these requirements.
Beyond that, explanation of the requirements is
sparse; very few students know what they're allowed
to use, and whether the quality of their submission
even matters.
Students are told that EWPs are meant to track
the progress they make throughout their time at
Eastern, and each submission is rated on a scale of
one to four.
However, it is unclear to students what impact
that rating has.
It doesn't affect our grades. It doesn't affect our
ability to graduate. If the data is being used by anyone in administration, it seems that even other faculty members are unaware of that work
The EWP has become a completely arbitrary part
of the student experience at Eastern which do nothing at best and cause stress at worst.
Administrators: either clarify the purpose of the
EWP or remove it altogether. Stop wasting our time.

Quote of the Day:

" I'm not wise, but the beginning of wisdom is there; it's like
relaxing into - and an acceptance of -things. "
Tina Turner

e majority opinion o
he Daily Eastern News.

Letters to the Editor
Those interested can inquire at heedwardS@eiu.edu for all opinion questions,
submissions and letters to the editor.
Please allow a week for us to publish letters to the editor.
The Editor reserves the right to not publish
letters. Letters that are 250 words or less
will be prioritized, but longer ones will be
considered by the editorial board.
· Please include your name and phone number to verify letters.
For more information please call
217-581-2812.

We're Hiring!
We have openings for those who enjoy:
Photography
Editing
Design
Opinions
Call 581-2812 for more information.
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We are the generation of throwbacks
I remember having a conversation with one of
my professors a few weeks ago. We were discussing the music taste of Generation Z. My teacher had observed that our generation's taste in music has shifted towards having a greater appreciation for the classics compared to the foregoing
generations.
For example: Frank Sinatra, Aretha Franklin,
Elvis Presley, etc. are legendary singers that I find
are more popular nowadays compared to the 90s.
I couldn't agree more; my generation (Gen
Z) has such a different viewpoint and appreciation for the past. However, I think my generation's perspective goes beyond music taste. This
trend also addresses fashion, decor, hobbies, and
so much more.
· Everybody who is involved in social media culture, will know tnat there are "sides" ofTikTok,
such as: ''Art TikTok", "Sports TikTok", "Music
TikTok'', and "Plant TikTok". There are thousands of different "sides" people are on, because
once a video is liked on the platform, there is an
algorithm that will add more videos that is similar to the content.
I happen to be on a side ofTik.Tok where people my age are singing to Ella Fitzgerald or wear-

1
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Ethan Schobernd
ing old suits and dresses from the 1900s. I have
discovered that there are countless numbers of
people in my generation who share the exact
same appreciation for the many facets the previous generations have to give. I will even spot
people around campus wearing clothes that were
once a trend in the 90s and early 2000s.
What is even more interesting, is that Generation Z has both an appreciation for the past and
the present and we try to tie them together. However, some of these trends were better than others. For example is the mullet. I will not apologize for stating that the mullet should have never returned. My father used to have one in the

80s and thankfully he never had it again. I know
some people appreciate it and I can understand
that, but in all sincerity, I see no appeal to it
whatsoever. The reciprocal to the mullet, in my
opinion, is the iconic afro look. When I say I love
a big afro, I mean it. I believe that those who bear
an afro are iconic and deserve to be complemented daily.
.. ~ . ., ,. ..,
Of course, we all have a right to our own opinions and deserve to like or dislike whatever we
want. Some friends I know had "old-timey'' music and only like to listen to today's hits, which is
great. But compared to the people that were my
age when I was little, Generation Z cherishes the
past so much more and we aren't afraid to show
it either.
As for me, I wear a fedora that most of my
friends recognize. It's hip, different, and I only
wear it on special days. We all have our own way
of showing who we are, but I must applaud my
generation for showing an astounding amount of
diversity and recognition for the throwbacks.
Ethan Schobernd is a sophomore journalism major. He can be reached at 587-2812
or ejschobernd@eiu.edu.

Questions surrounding OVC departures
An announcement was made Tuesday that will
shake the already shaken OVC.
Belmont announced that it will be leaving the
conference effective July 1, 2022, joining Austin
Peay which announced its departure earlier this
month.
Both of these schools are joining Jacksonville
State and Eastern Kentucky, both of which left
the OVC back in July.
All of these departures will greatly impact the
remaining eight teams in the OVC, a conference
that will soon have just two-thirds of the members it boasted just three months ago.
It is hard to say what all the effects will be for
the conference, which has been looking for new
schools to add.
For football, the OVC had already lost one of
the top programs in the FCS when Jacksonville
State left, and now Austin Peay's departure means
the OVC will lose another football powerhouse.
More concerning is the fact that the OVC
now has only six teams. If one more leaves, the
OVC would lose its automatic bid for the FCS
playoffs.
But from a competitive standpoint, the departure of Jacksonville State and upcoming de-

Adam Tumino
parture of Austin Peay opens the door for other
teams to win the conference.
Jacksonville State won the OVC each year
from 2014-2018 and once again in 2020. Austin
Peay won in 2019.
Belmont's departure has a similar effect, but
on the conference's basketball teams.
The Belmont men's basketball team won the
OVC regular season title seven times and the
conference tournament three times while the
women's team has won the regular season title
four times and the conference tournament five
times.
The lack of Bruins in the OVC really opens up

the top of the conference for other teams.
This may be of particular interest to the Eastern women's basketball team, a program that has
been on the upswing recently.
They have made the conference tournament in
back-to-back seasons after finishing in last place
as recently as the 2017-18 season.
And for the Eastern men's basketball team,
which is now in new hands with head coach
Marty Simmons, they have one less powerhouse
opponent to deal with as they work on building
toward a run of sustained success.
There are many unknowns when it comes
to conference realignment, and I am not smart
enough to know what to expect for the most
part.
Of course the OVC will be looking to add
new schools to its ranks, which I think can be
exciting. It will be fun to be introduced to new
teams and players as they join the conference,
and new rivalries can be formed.
It will also be fun to see other teams get a
chance to win conference tides more frequently.
Adam Tumino is a senior journalism major. He can
be reached at 581-2812 or ajtuminO@eiu.edu.
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OVC you later: Belmont moving to MVC
By Adam Tumino
Sports Editor I@adam_tumino
Come July 1, 2022, the OVC

will be down to eight members.
Belmont announced Tuesday
that it is leaving the OVC to join
the Missouri Valley Conference.
Belmont became to fourth OVC
school to announce its departure
this year. Jacksonville State and
Eastern Kentucky did so in January
and left the conference in July to
join the Atlantic Sun Conference.
Austin Peay announced it would
leave the OVC on Sept. 17 and will
be leaving on the same date as Belmont. Austin Peay is also joining
theASUN.
The OVC now stands to lose
one-third of its membership in a
span of a year, and will be dropping
to eight teams for men's and women's basketball and softball, seven
teams for women's soccer and baseball and just six teams for football.
Belmont joined the OVC in
2012 and immediately established
itself as a basketball power.
The men's team has won the regular season title for the OVC seven times and the conference tournament three times.
The women's team has won the
regular season title four times and
the conference tournament five
times, including last season.
The women's team also won a
game in the NCAA Tournament
last season, becoming the first
t)VC women's basketball team to
do so.
In a story from USA Today, Belmont athletic director Sc~>tt Corley

BRUINS
JAN. 29, 2021

AUG. 3, 2021

SEPT.28,2021

Jacksonville State and
Eastern Kentucky
announce they are leaving
the OVC for the ASUN

The OVC sues Jacksonville
State and Eastern
Kentucky over unpaid
exit fees

Belmont announces it is
leaving the OVC for the
Missouri Valley Conference
effective July 1

JULY 1, 2021

SEPT.1,2021

Jacksonville State and
Eastern Kentucky
officially leave the OVC

Austin Peay announces it
is leaving the OVC for the
ASUN effective July 1.

said that he is excited to be a part
oftheMVC.
"To think in 25 years what Belmont has done by going from an
NAIA school to now today joining
one of the oldest and most prestigious, competitive conferences in
all of Divjsion I, it's really hum-

bling," he said.
As Belmont as Austin Peay prepare to leave, the OVC is engaged
in a legal dispute with the last two
teams that left.
On Aug. 3, the OVC flied a lawsuit against Jacksonville State and
Eastern Kentucky, claiming that

neither school paid its $1 million
exit fee.
At the time the suit was filed,
OVC Commissioner Beth DeBauche said that the league presidents did not want to flle a lawsuit,
but felt it was necessary.
Eastern Kentucky had been

a member of the OVC since its
founding in 1948. Austin Peay
joined the OVC with the conference since 1962 and Jacksonville
State joined in 2003.

Adam Tumino can be reached at 5812812 or ajtumino@eiu.edu.

-Updating OVC football following Week 4 games
•
By Autumn Schulz

Assistant Sports Editor I@DEN_Sports
Week 4 of Play for the OVC not only
marked the beginning of conference play
for some teams, but one team walked
away with a victory that they will never
forget.
Last Saturday marked the first time in
thirty-four years that Tennessee-Martin
came out ofJSU Stadium in Jacksonville,
Alabama victorious over the Jacksonville
State Gamecocks. The win improved the
Skyhawks to 3-1 on the season.
The Skyhawks pulled off a 35-31 over
the No. 9 ranked Gamecocks in a triumphant fashion. The win marked the
first nonconference road win over a top15 team since defeating Chattanooga in
2017.
The Skyhawks fought for their lead
over the Gamecocks in the fourth quarter after trailing by as many as 14 points.
Skyhawk quarterback Kron Howard ronnected with wide receiver 7.Jx Roberts for
the game-winning touchdown, sealing
the victory.
Howard would finish the game passing for 255 yanb with 3 touchdowm. He
also went 40 yanb on six carries, hdping
the Skyhawks out gain the Gamecocks

426409.
Peyton Logan, who had a game-high
of 67 yards, and Z.ak Wallace, who rushed
for 63 yards, hdped the Skyhawks gain
171 yanb on the ground. Defensively, the
Skyhawks were led by JaQuez Akins who
ended the game with a team-high of SC'len tackles.
That same success was echoed
throughout the conference as two other
teams took home wins.
The first ronference game of the season
. bdonged to Eastern and Tennessc Tech,

resulting in a 28-14 Panthers victory, their
first of the season.
The Panthers, now 1-0 in the OVC
and 1-4 overall, forced four rurnovers last
weekend at Tucker Stadium. The biggest
turnover for the Panthers came halfway
through the fourth quarter when safety
Bryce Dewberry scooped up a loose ball
and raced a school record 90-yanb for the
touchdown.
The school-record touchdown kept the
Golden Eagles from scoring a game tying
touchdown, leaving ample opportunities
for Easterns' defense to shine for the rest
of the quarter.
Sophomore linebacker Jason Johnson
led the defense with 16 tackles and now
leads the OVC in tackles.
Defensive end Jordan Miles finished
the game with four tackles, three of them
being sacks. Following his performance
at Tennessee Tech, Miles was named the
OVC Defensive Player of the Week. He
is now the first Eastern player in eighteen
years to collect three or more sacks in a

game.
The younger players led Easterns' offense against the Golden Eagles. Freshman wide receiver DeAirious Smith finished the game with 6 catches for 109
yanb. Quanerback Otto Kuhns was 15of-26, ~ for 183 yards with 2 touchdowns.
The Golden Eagles are 0-1 in the
OVC and 0-4 overall following their loss
to the Panthers. The Golden Eagles put
up a total of379 total yanb last weekend.
Their offense was led by freshman
quarterback Drew Martin. Martin was
26-of-28, passing for 315 yards with 1
touchdown and 1 interception.
The Golden Eagles only rushed for a
total of 64 yanb with running back David Gist leading the way with 62 yards.

ADAM TUMINO I THE DAILY EASTERN NEWS

Eastern head coach Adam Cushing (right) watches his offense from the sidelines in a game against Illinois State
on Sept. 18 at O'Brien Field. Eastern lost the game 31-24.

Their defense was led by Nyquan Wash14-of-23 and threw for 227 yanb and ran
ington and Jack Warwick, both with 8 48 yanb, as well. Rashaan Plamer finished
tackles apiece.
the game with 3 catches for 85 yanb.
Southeast Missouri was one of the
Defensively, the Rcdhawks were led by
three teams that won in Weck 4 after they Bryce Norman and Dony'e Taylor who
took a 47-14 victory over Tennessee State. had six tackles apiece.
The Rt:dhawks are now 1-0 in the OVC
The Tigers offense had a total of 266
and 1-3 overall
yanb with quarterback Geremy HickbotRt:dhawk Senior running back Geno tom throwing for 252 yanb. Junior lineHess ran for a career-high of 205 yards backer Jahsun Bryant led the Tigers' deand three touchdowns against the Tigers, rense with 14 tackles.
making him the first Red.hawk to rush .
Austin Peay's' four-game win streak
over 200 yanb in a game since 2018. The
against FCS opponents came to an end
Rt:dhawks outrushed the Tigers 380-14.
when they fell 35-27 to Eastern KenRedhawk kicker Kenny Doak ac- tucky.
counted for 17 of the 47 points as he was
The Governors trailed 35-20 late in
a perfect 4-of-4 in fidd goals and 5-of-5 the fourth quarter but cut the deficit to
in extra poin~ setting a newaucer-high.
eight points with an eight-play, 79-yard
Juniot quarterback CJ Ogbonna was drive. The Govcrnols had an opportuni,-

ty to tie the game with just a little over a
minute left in the fourth quarter.
H~er, no positive gains were made
on their final drive as quarterback DrayJen Ellis threw an interception with 47
seconds remaining, sealing the win for the
Colonds.
The Governors outgained Eastern
Kentucky 400-268 as a result of a 9154 advantage in play count. Ellis was 27of-55 and passed tor 298 yanb, 1 touchdown and 3 interceptions. Wide receiver Baniko Harley had 9 catches for 136

yank

.

More conference play for the OVC
will begin on Oct. 2.

Autumn Schulz can be reached at
5a1-2112 o r ~ e d u .

